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October 2017 – October 2018 

Following the AGM in October 2017, the Group was in danger of ceasing to exist.  However 

a group of interested people who felt that it was important to continue various 

archaeological projects decided to form a new Committee, which met for the first time on 6 

January 2018.  At that meeting, lots of ideas led to a potential programme for the year and 

various practical issues were resolved.  The Committee decided to meet every 2 months.  It 

is still feeling its way towards longer term planning and getting various basics in place, such 

as a routine of advertising talks and visits, a safeguarding procedure, a review of the 

constitution which is now 10 years old, and a risk assessment process. 

We also decided to move from the Bolsterstone Village Hall down to Christchurch 

community room in Stocksbridge, as we thought we were likely to reach out to more 

people, and that has proved to be the case.  Better advertising has increased our audiences 

and shows a consistent interest in archaeology and heritage. 

During the year we had our annual talk 

about the excavations in Castleton (see 

photo), where Colin Merrony has been 

searching for the medieval hospital, in 

February (postponed from October 

2017).  In April Helen Ullathorne talked 

to us about her work surveying the 

WW1 training trenches at Redmires; this 

was followed in July by an account by 

Penny Rea of the life of anti-slavery 

campaigner Mary Anne Rawson – about 

her home and family in Wincobank Hall, her role in building Wincobank Chapel and her 

recently discovered grave in the Zion graveyard in Attercliffe.  In September we heard about 

the archaeology of glass from Hugh Willmott - a fascinating story of its manufacture and the 

investigation of some local glass-making sites.  We also supported Stocksbridge Library’s 

50th anniversary events by arranging a speaker – in late September we had a talk by John 

Cruse, an expert on beehive querns, which was fully booked and enjoyed by all. 

To vary the programme and develop members’ skills, 

we held a workshop in March on studying and 

drawing flint, led by Tim Cockrell and attended by 

about 12 people.  Flint is not a local stone so we 



 

 

know it was brought in to make tools, and worked pieces are found quite often on the 

moors and reservoir banks.  We hope to run another of these, as well as workshops on 

other topics such as potttery. 

Tim also led on the study of a circular enclosure on Whitwell Moor 

over two days in April – we took a benchmark from Long Lane all 

the way to the site, then did a rough drawing and surveyed the 

enclosure.   Another workshop in August involved the washing 

and listing of all the finds from a fieldwalking exercise some years 

ago on a field at Bank Farm – we now have plans for how the finds 

will be analysed and reported.  

Two walks were arranged in May; one walk around Bolsterstone 

led by Ruth Morgan looked at the site of the excavations of the 

‘castle’ and revealed more about the Wilsons of Broomhead Hall, and the second was led by 

Wendy Crossland around Oxspring, across the packhorse Willow bridge to see the remains 

of Godfrey Bosville’s manor house. 

We also arranged visits to excavations. Jointly with the Hunter Archaeological Society, the 

Group visited Castleton on 21 July, and also 

had fascinating tours of the Sheffield Castle 

excavations on 29 August and 1 October.  

Details of the dig at Whirlow Hall Farm were 

shared, so that people could visit when they 

wished. 

And as always we had a Christmas meal at the 

Castle in Bolsterstone in December 2017, with 

fine food, crackers and a quiz. 

We are joining the CBA (Council for British Archaeology) as an affiliate organisation, which 

will include an excellent archaeology magazine every 2 months which can be shared by 

members. 

Now we hope to increase our membership and would welcome some more help on the 

Committee.  Do tell us if there are topics you would like talks about or places we could visit.  

We have a full programme of talks planned for the coming year but always welcome new 

ideas.  Over the coming year there is also likely to be plenty of survey work on the moors 

coming up as the Sheffield Lakeland Landscape Partnership gets under way.  This is a 

Heritage Lottery Funded project which will last 3 years and cover all sorts of topics. So we 

hope you will want to get involved. 
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